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PROPOSED MARINE PARK — CAMDEN SOUND, KIMBERLEY 

2174. Hon Giz Watson to the Minister for Fisheries 

With regards to the proposed Marine Park in the Camden Sound area of the Kimberley — 

(1) Does the Minister support the Government’s stated management objective for the proposed Marine 
Park, that is to protect the calving ground for the largest population of humpback whales in the southern 
hemisphere? 

(2) If no to (1), why not? 

(3) Does the Minister support the establishment of an adequate, representative marine reserve system in 
Western Australian State waters? 

(4) If no to (3), why not? 

(5) If yes to (3), does this include marine reserves and zones of marine parks that exclude fishing activities? 

(6) Has the Minister made representation to the Minister for the Environment and/or the Department of 
Environment and Conservation, to allow commercial fishing in this proposed Marine Park? 

(7) If yes to (6) — 

(a) will you now table that representation; and 

(b) has that request been agreed to? 

(8) Given that the Government’s stated management objective for the proposed Marine Park is to protect 
the biggest calving ground for the largest population of humpback whales in the southern hemisphere, 
how is commercial fishing compatible with this objective? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 

(1) I support the protection of calving humpback whales in Camden Sound. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) I support a marine reserve network in WA State waters, provided that it is carefully designed, and each 
reserve has clear and measurable objectives.  

(4) Not applicable. 

(5) I am not opposed to 'no-take' fishing zones, provided that there are sound, demonstrated scientific 
reasons for their creation, and that clear and measurable objectives are included as part of on-going 
management arrangements. 

(6) To represent my responsibilities as Minister for Fisheries, I have had several discussions with my 
colleague about marine reserves, some of which have included Camden Sound. Details of the proposed 
Camden Sound Marine Park, including the zoning scheme, have yet to be forwarded for my 
consideration and concurrence under the provisions of the Conservation and Land Management 
Act 1984.  

(7) See response to Question (6). 

(8) I am aware that the State waters in the vicinity of Camden Sound provide an important nursery area for 
Humpback Whales. I further understand that these populations are not only considered to be healthy, 
but also estimated to be growing rapidly at around 10 per cent a year. On this basis, the existing low-
level commercial fishing activities in Camden Sound cannot be considered to present a risk to the 
existing whale population.  

 


